MENTORS

WRITERS

JGF

Jakes Gerwel Foundation
ANNUAL REPORT
1 MARCH 2020 TO
28 FEBRUARY 2021

PLAYWRIGHTS

GNICNAVDA
GNITOMORP

ERUTLUC & STRA

CONTENTS

REGISTRATION
THE JAKES GERWEL FOUNDATION (JGF) IS A REGISTERED TRUST
(IT002437/2013) WITH PBO NUMBER 93005145 AND VAT NUMBER
4690284114

04
05
06
08
10

VISION

DEVELOPING AND PROMOTING
EDUCATION, ARTS, AND CULTURE

MISSION

PROMOTING AND ADVANCING
LITERATURE

MANAGEMENT

FOUNDER MEMBER, TRUSTEES,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT

PAULET HOUSE
BELOVED HOUSE

PROJECTS &
ACTIVITIES
JAKES GERWEL ARCHIVE
BOOKS IN THE HANDS OF LEARNERS

JAKES GERWEL COMMEMORATIVE CELEBRATION
KOMMADAGGA WORKSHOP FOR SHORT PROSE
MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME FOR UPCOMING SONGWRITERS
MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME FOR UPCOMING FICTION AND
NON-FICTION WRITERS
NATI RISING STARS PROJECT
PEN AFRIKAANS WRITERS RESIDENCY
SUIDOOSTERFEES: JAKES GERWEL DISCOURSE SERIES
YOH! PROJECT
IMPACT OF COVID-19

35

DONORS &
PARTNERS

WITH THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING
ORGANISATIONS

12
14
16
20
21
22
26
28
30
32
34

VISION
The purpose of the Jakes Gerwel
Foundation is to advance the work
and interests of Gert Johannes ‘Jakes’
Gerwel by developing and promoting
education, arts, and culture as well as
social justice in South Africa.
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MISSION
The Jakes Gerwel Foundation
focuses on promoting and
advancing the body of South African
literature with the following broad
goals in mind:
• To enrich and expand the body of
South African literature
• To give a voice to new perspectives
and worlds of experience
• To encourage upcoming writers.
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MANAGEMENT

FOUNDER
MEMBER

TRUSTEES

The Jakes Gerwel Foundation
was established by Mrs Phoebé
Gerwel in 2013.

Prof. Brian De Lacy Figaji
(Chairperson)
Mr. Goolam Mohammed
Aboobaker
Mr. Mustaq Ahmed Enus-Brey
Mr. Heinrich John Gerwe,
Dr Wilmot Godfrey James
Mr Mfundo Clement Nkuhlu
Dr Anna Maria van der Merwe

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Christiaan Theodorus (Theo)
Kemp is the executive director
of the Jakes Gerwel
Foundation.

FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT

The Jakes Gerwel Foundation’s
finances are managed by Boss
Accountants and the financial
statements are audited by
Solace on an annual basis.
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PAULET HOUSE
With the doors of Paulet House –
previously professor Jakes Gerwel’s
retreat in Somerset East in the Eastern
Cape – wide open for the arts, the Jakes
Gerwel Foundation is fulfilling its mission
to support especially young writers during
the writing process.

After Professor Gerwel’s untimely death
in 2012, Mrs Phoebé Gerwel donated this
beloved house at the foot of the Bosberg
that is situated about 200 km north of
Port Elizabeth to the Jakes Gerwel
Foundation to serve the broader
community. This friendly house with its
old-world charm, spacious rooms,
wooden floors, and lush garden presents
an ideal opportunity to writers to work on
their manuscripts in an inspiring
environment. Paulet House is the centre
of the Foundation’s projects.
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PROJECTS &
ACTIVITIES

The Jakes Gerwel Foundation
appoints experts on a part-time
basis to be at the head of its projects
and other activities. Here is an
outline of the experts that were
involved in the projects and activities
of the JGF in 2020.

NOMPUMELELO
SOKOYI

ANDRÉ

LANDMAN

RACHELLE

GREEFF

FRAZER
BARRY

ANGELA

BRIGGS

SUZETTE

KOTZE-MYBURGH

ABDURAGMAN

ADAMS

RAFIEK

MAMMON

GILBERT
VAN ZYL

MARCIA

WOOLWARD

THÉRÈSE

HULME

BOOKS IN THE HANDS
OF LEARNERS IN THE
FOUNDATION PHASE

JAKES GERWEL
ARCHIVE

KOMMADAGGA
WORKSHOP FOR
SHORT PROSE

MENTORSHIP
PROGRAMME FOR
UPCOMING
SONGWRITERS
MENTORSHIP
PROGRAMME FOR
UPCOMING FICTION &
NON-FICTION WRITERS
NATI RISING STARS
PROJECT FOR
UPCOMING
PLAYWRIGHTS

CATERING AT
PAULET HOUSE

YOH!
PROJECT

JAKES GERWEL ARCHIVE

André Landman has been appointed in 2020
to establish an archive that will house
articles, essays, speeches, photos, and other
documents about and by Professor Jakes
Gerwel. Such documents are valuable
contributions to our literature, politics and
history and will, by being brought together in
an archive, facilitate, and encourage
research. The Foundation made good
progress during the year of inception of this
programme as several stakeholders already
donated documents to the archive. We are
digitising the documents and they will be
made available on our website afterwards.
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BOOKS IN THE
HANDS OF
LEARNERS

The Jakes Gerwel Foundation
shares the big dream of the
non-profit organisation Book
Dash to donate storybooks to
children whose parents and
schools cannot afford the
costs. We started the project
in 2018 and, during the first
year, 3 000 books were
donated to 1 000 foundation
phase learners in some of the
most destitute and isolated
communities in Somerset
East. This project has since
grown to such an extent that
we involved not only primary
schools in Somerset East, but
also schools across the Blue
Crane Route Municipality that
includes, among other small
towns, Pearston, Cookhouse
and Kommadagga. In 2020,
about 10 000 books were
distributed to more than 3
000 learners.

Book Dash annually creates
new books by bringing
together illustrators, writers,
and designers on a single day.
These books tell new local
stories and are available in
Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa.
The storyteller Nompumelelo
Sokoyi creatively unlocks and
brings the stories to life to the
learners.
Many of the target learners of
this project do not own school
bags and therefore we donate
a school bag to each child.
These bags are made by
women who were formerly
unemployed and who are now
part of the Bags4Good Project
in Elsies River.
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JAKES GERWEL
COMMEMORATIVE
CELEBRATION

Through the annual Jakes Gerwel
Commemorative Celebration we aim to
remember and honour the rich legacy of
Professor Jakes Gerwel by encouraging
innovative thinking, open discussion as
well reflection on and appreciation for
the arts. In 2020, this event took place
on 12 November at the Atlantic Studios
in Montague Gardens, Cape Town. Dr
Mamphela Ramphele presented the Jakes
Gerwel Lecture. This lecture was
complemented by a book discussion and
music in celebration of the achievements
of the Foundation’s writers during 2020.

Suzette Kotze-Myburgh, mentor of our programme for upcoming
writers, spoke to Bronwyn Davids and Engela Ovies about their
debut works, Lansdowne Dearest and Draairivier respectively.
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Both Davids and Ovies were part of the Foundation’s programme for
upcoming writers in 2019. Frazer Barry, presenter of the song
writing programme, performed together with the young musicians
who took part in this programme in 2020: Breyten Treurnicht,
Brumelda Bell, Gabriël Plaatjies, Naaim Briesies and Nicol Klopper.
Abduragman Adams was the master of ceremonies.

Due to the limitations brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic,
only fifty guests could physically attend the function. For this
reason, the event was also streamed on Facebook to make it as
accessible as possible.
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KOMMADAGGA
WORKSHOP FOR SHORT
PROSE

In 2020, LitNet and the Jakes Gerwel Foundation presented, for the
first time, a mentorship programme for promising Afrikaans and
English writers of short prose. The name of the workshop refers to
the environment where Jakes Gerwel grew up. Rachelle Greeff, wellknown writer and playwright as the mentor. The upcoming short
prose writers who took part in the programme were Helena Troskie,
Regardt Visser, Sandile Ntuli, Stef Cupido, Theolla Langenhoven and
Zubayr Charles.
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MENTORSHIP
PROGRAMME FOR
UPCOMING
SONGWRITERS

Another first for the Jakes Gerwel Foundation in 2020 was a
mentorship programme for songwriters who create original hits in
Afrikaans, English or isiXhosa. The focus of this programme is young
artists who can benefit from the experience and guidance of a
mentor to produce original lyrics or songs. Frazer Barry was the
mentor and the young artists who were chosen for the project were,
as has been mentioned, Breyten Treurnicht, Brumelda Bell, Gabriël
Plaatjies, Naaim Briesies and Nicol Klopper.
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MENTORSHIP
PROGRAMME FOR
UPCOMING FICTION AND
NON-FICTION WRITERS

This programme that was initiated in 2019 aims at
effecting pluralism and greater representation of
our diverse communities in our rich literature. We
therefore invest in upcoming writers of fiction and
non-fiction who would not otherwise have had the
opportunity to hone their skills. It often happens
that promising manuscripts are submitted to
publishers, but that there is still a lot of work
needed to prepare them for publication.
The publishers do not have the time and capital to
take these writers’ hands and to guide them up to
this point, so that valuable new voices are lost. It is
exactly here where the Jakes Gerwel Foundation’s
intensive year-long mentorship programme plays a
unique role. In 2020 the mentors were the
experienced editors Angela Briggs and Suzette
Kotze-Myburgh.
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The Foundation is in partnership
with NB Publishers (with imprints
Tafelberg, Human & Rousseau,
Queillerie, Kwela, Lux Verbi and
Pharos) to select candidates for the
programme. The programme
includes writers of both fiction and
non-fiction and is presented in
Afrikaans and English.

Five writers took part in this
programme in 2020: Audrey Jantjies,
Deidré Jantjies, Miriam Telanie,
Lebohang Mazibuko and Zama Moyo.
We are proud to be able to announce
in this report that the manuscripts of
three of the writers, namely Audrey
Jantjies, Miriam Telanie and Lebohang
Mazibuko, will be published in 2021
and 2022. These writers are thus
joining those writers from the previous
year who made their debut, that is,
Bronwyn Davids and Engela Ovies. The
book of Shana Fife, who was on board
of the project in 2019, will also be
published in 2021.
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The group of writers who have
been accepted for participation in
2021 are Crystal-Donna Roberts,
Alexander Marshall, Tebello Mzamo
and Sphesihle Qwabe. Once again,
Suzette Kotze-Myburgh is the
mentor of the Afrikaans writers and
Angela Briggs the mentor of the
English writers.
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NATI RISING
STARS PROJECT

NATi, the Jakes Gerwel Foundation,
Suidoosterfees and Artscape aim with this
shared project to develop the talent of
budding playwrights. This intensive
mentorship programme is twofold with
Abduragman Adams at the helm of text
development and Rafiek Mammon at the
head of production development. Seven
playwrights were chosen in 2020 (as
opposed to five in 2019) to participate in
the training project, namely Andrico
Goosen, Carlo Daniels, Fabian Rainers,
Gerhard Visagie, Margo Kotze, Misha
Krynauw and Xolisa Ngubelanga. Extracts
from the plays of these young playwrights
were performed at the Kunste Onbeperk
Teksmark at the end of 2020. The complete
plays will première at the 2021
Suidoosterfees at Artscape in Cape Town.

The plays of the upcoming playwrights who
participated in this programme in 2019
could not be performed in April as was
planned because the Suidoosterfees had to
be postponed to November. The plays of
Dianne Du Toit Albertze (Kaap), Herschelle
Benjamin (Hierie land), Kanya Viljoen (Jessie,
die man en die maan), Keanen Engel (Slim
mense) and Tasneem Daniels (Miela’s Box)
were performed as play readings at the
Atlantic Studios. Benjamin won the Jakes
Gerwel Prize for Best Script and Albertze
won the NATi Prize for Best Production.
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PEN AFRIKAANS
WRITERS RESIDENCY

Many a writer dreams to have uninterrupted time to
write. Most writers cannot get away from their daily
chores and are often unable to set aside enough
time to write. As a result, books remain unwritten
and valuable talent is not fully exploited. In the light
of Professor Gerwel’s great love of Afrikaans, the
Jakes Gerwel Foundation and PEN Afrikaans are
taking hands to create a writers’ residency
programme specially for Afrikaans writers.
The target of the residency programme is writers
who bring new stories to the Afrikaans literature and
who write about worlds of experience that have not
yet been explored sufficiently in writing. The
following writers were chosen to participate in the
project in 2020: André Trantaal, Beyers de Vos,
Olivia Coetzee, Sarie Marais Nell, Valda Jansen, and
Veronique Jephtas. Due to the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic De Vos, Nell and Jansen
withdrew their candidature and Jeremeo le Cordeur
and Khadija Tracy Heeger were selected to replace
them.
We are proud that André Trantaal and Veronique
Jephtas could complete and publish some of their
works after the residency. Trantaal published two
titles in the Keegen en Samier children books series
and Jephtas published her debut poetry collection
Soe rond ommie bos.
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SUIDOOSTERFEES:
JAKES GERWEL
DISCOURSE SERIES

Because Jakes Gerwel played an instrumental
role in the establishment of the Suidoosterfees
in Cape Town and, further, because the
Foundation strives like the Suidoosterfees for
seamlessness in the community, there is a
special partnership between these two
organisations. The Jakes Gerwel Foundation
proudly presents a series of discussions during
the festival with the general aim of getting
people to think and speak, and to specifically
create a platform for discussions about and
with writers.
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Suidoosterfees was postponed and the book
programme was presented on 13 and 14
November 2020 at the Atlantic Studios in
Montague Gardens. The writers who
participated included, among others, Deon
Meyer, Dana Snyman, Riaan de Villiers, Ivor
Swartz, Diana Ferrus, Shirmoney Rhode, Antjie
Krog, Rafiek Mammon, Ryan Pedro, Jonathan
Ancer, Tracy Going and Willem Anker.
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YOH!-PROJECT

The Jakes Gerwel Foundation started, in 2018, with
the Yoh! Project at the Grassy Park High School on
the Cape Flats where both Phoebé and Jakes Gerwel
left deep footprints. This project aims at helping
learners express themselves by means of a narrative
learning process. Through poetry and other poetic
forms such as rap, learners get the opportunity to
express their deepest emotions and to tell of their
painful experiences. It is often the case that learners
coming from vulnerable environments cannot find
the words to describe their emotions and therefore
this project is of great value to the learners.
Whereas the learners previously met after school,
this was no longer possible due to the pandemic.
The group of enthusiastic young poets thus decided
to make use of the Internet to be able to continue
their weekly meetings in cyberspace. Due to the
limitations of the state of lockdown and the long
closures of schools, the project could not be
expanded to Somerset East as planned.
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IMPACT OF COVID-19
The Jakes Gerwel Foundation fared very well with the
continuation of our projects – despite the challenges
the Covid-19 pandemic brought about in 2020. We
have even expanded by means of the Kommadagga
Workshop and the programme for upcoming
songwriters that took place for the first time.
International travel has, however, been cancelled
and this meant that the Foundation could not
continue as planned with the following three
projects: i) the exchange programme in
collaboration with the School of Arts of the
Columbia University in New York; ii) the Flemish /
South African residency programme during which
Belgian writers would enter dialogue with local
writers and iii) the First Nation Project that aims at
promoting international discussion about First
Nations questions.
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DONORS &
PARTNERS
The Jakes Gerwel Foundation
would like to thank the following
organisations that contributed to
making our projects possible in
2020:

DONORS

PARTNERS

JAKES GERWEL FAMILY TRUST
LW HIEMSTRA TRUST
NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL
(NAC)
NASPERS
TRUST FOR AFRIKAANS
EDUCATION (TAO)

ARTSCAPE
BOOK DASH
LITNET
NATI (NATIONAL AFRIKAANS
THEATRE INITIATIVE)
NB PUBLISHERS
PEN AFRIKAANS
SUIDOOSTERFEES
TEKSMARK (KUNSTE ONBEPERK)
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